
St. Gerard Parish’s 

2020 Advent

Wreath Revival

Come,  Lord Jesus!

A guide to reviving Advent wreath prayer at home to create 
anticipation and longing for the birth of Jesus.

This guide includes tips on:
1 .  Advent wreath basics

2.  Planning ahead

3.  Advent wreath prayers and connecting your prayer with
    the St.  Gerard Community



During this great time of separation we are all longing to connect with family members and friends.  Many
of us are feeling especially disconnected from our St. Gerard parish family.  Our Advent wreath revival is
designed to encourage our parishioners to commit to praying Advent wreath prayers at home during
Advent to create the anticipation of the coming of our Lord, Jesus, which  we are accustomed to doing as a
community.  In turn the parish will offer your home prayer intentions (spoken, written or held in the
silence of your hearts) each Sunday of Advent during Mass to connect the prayers of our domestic church
to our Advent Eucharist celebrations.  The good news is that members of all ages and households of any
size can participate!

Get organized now to ignite your commitment to our parish Advent wreath revival

Why an Advent wreath revival?

Advent wreath basics
Whether your family has passed down this tradition over the generations or if you are a novice, here
are the basic elements:

Evergreens:
Typically a wreath, or
evergreens shaped in a
circle surrounding the
candles, are a reminder
of continuous life and a
sign of everlasting life as
well as the eternity of
God.

Four candles:
Three purple and one rose colored
candles are used to mark the Sundays of
Advent before Christmas.  
On the third Sunday, the rose candle is
lit to announce Gaudete Sunday, a
Sunday of rejoicing for Christ is coming
near. With the lighting of that candle,
the light has won out over the darkness
(three candles lit vs. the one that
remains unlit).

Prayer:  
Each Sunday set aside a few
minutes to gather around the
Advent wreath and follow
the prayers included in this
guide.  If there is more than
one household member,  you
may choose to alternate who
leads the prayer.

Plan ahead!  Advent begins November 29th

Retrieve your wreath:
If you already own a
wreath, retrieve it from
your Christmas
decoration storage now
and spruce it up with new
greenery, ribbon or other
seasonal embellishments.
Purchase new candles if
needed.

Do it yourself (diy):
You can make an advent wreath using
items you have at home or from local
craft stores.  All you need is some type
of greenery and four candles.  Three
purple and one rose colored are
traditional, or any candles you have at
home are also appropriate.  Battery
operated candles are a wonderful
option for young children.

Purchase new:
If you do not own a
wreath you can purchase
a wreath and candles at: 
the  Rosary Book and Gift
Shop on Saginaw Hwy or
online at:
www.autom.com,
www.catholicsupply.com 



Come, Lord Jesus- Advent Wreath Prayers:
Gather around the Advent wreath once a week or every day using the scheduled prayers below.  Dimming
the lights is a great way to help set a prayerful atmosphere.  You may add these Advent prayers to your
evening meal or bedtime prayer routine.  The parish will hold up your prayer intentions during Mass each
Sunday of Advent.

Opening Prayer:
O God, bless this Advent wreath.  May it help us

prepare to welcome Jesus, your Son into our lives.
May the light of his love shine through us.  Amen

Week 1 - Sunday, November 29th
Theme:  HOPE

Light one purple candle

Prayer:
We believe in you, Lord.
We know that you can help us to love and 
respect each other more.  
You are our light, the light that overcomes 
the darkness.
Come, Lord Jesus!

Prayer Intentions:
Pause for silent prayer and then ask household
members to offer prayers out loud, in their hearts
or written at home, that they wish to be offered
up in our general intercessory prayers at Mass
this week.

Include a prayer for those who are overcome by
the darkness due to the loss of a loved one,
sickness or unemployment.

Week 2 - Sunday, December 6th
Theme:  LOVE

Light two purple candles

Prayer:
Come Lord, Jesus.
Warm our hearts with your love.
Help us to prepare for your coming.
Help us see the good things we can do.
Help us see the good things others do.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Prayer Intentions:
Pause for silent prayer and then ask household 
 members to offer prayers out loud,  in their
hearts or written at home that they wish to be
offered up in our general intercessory prayers at
Mass this week.

Include a prayer for those that show us love and
for the courage to love those who are different
from us.

Week 3 - Sunday December 13th 
Theme:  Joy - Gaudete Sunday 
Christmas is getting closer!
Light two purple candles and the rose candle
Prayer:
Jesus, we want your coming to make a 
difference in how we live and love.
Open our hearts to hear you telling us how we
can bring peace and joy to others.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Intentions:
Pause for silent prayer and then ask household 
 members to offer prayers out loud, in their
hearts or written at home that they wish to be
offered up in our general intercessory prayers at
Mass this week.
Include a prayer for those who encourage
others.  Help us to follow their example by
taking care of one another.

Week 4– Sunday, December 20th 
Theme:  Peace

Light all four candles

Prayer:
Lord Jesus,
Quiet the worries and fears in our hearts.
Give us your peace.
Thank you for the life you share with us.
Help us to share your life with others.
Come, Lord Jesus

Intentions:
Pause for silent prayer and then ask household
members to offer prayers out loud, in their hearts
or written at home, that they wish to be offered
up in our general intercessory prayers at Mass
this week.

Include a prayer for those who do not yet know
the peace of Jesus.



Join us for Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil- 4:30 pm
Sunday- 7:30 am
9:00 am Livestream (via social media or our website) 
11:00 am
6:00 pm

 Everyone in the household participates
 Keep it short. Begin by setting a timer for 
 just 3 minutes. Eventually the 3 minutes 
 can be extended to 5, then 7, etc.
 Give everyone a battery-operated candle.
 Everyone find a place in the house. A
toddler might need to sit next to Mom or
Dad and be coached quietly.
Using the following ways to talk or write to
God silently.

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

St. Gerard Parish
www.stgerard.org

For more resources contact: 
Kathy Warriner
Director of Religious Education
kwarriner@stgerard.org
517-321-4179
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